


Ever faced situations where you cried out

“Why me?”
Are you troubled and bothered by other
people?

Have you wondered if you were important in
the universe?

If it weren’t for bad luck would you have any
luck at all?

Is the future uncertain in your life?

Do you know anyone these questions fit?
This book will answer these questions

and more in a simple and humorous way!

Laugh, cry, and rejoice your way through the
next few pages. What have you got to lose?



Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY
BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.
NIV®. Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

ISBN 0-9752592-0-2

Copyright © 2004 Jerry Van Ronk
All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2004090853

Cover art by Pastor Dave Sanders



Hey God, There’s a Bug
in My Pew!

Understanding God’s Plans
For Your Life!

By Jerry A. Van Ronk

Published by
Team Jesus Ministries
P.O. 154
Ingram, Texas 78025
210-900-2627



In Memory of Pastor John Opperman who
became my “Dad”

To the many Pastors and friends around the
country who have backed my ministry.

Most of all I dedicate this book to my wife
Jeanette

and to my children who have stood with me
n
the ministry and made this book possible.



Table of Contents

Chapter 1 Page 7
God?

Chapter 2 Page 19
Times and Seasons

Chapter 3 Page 27
Choosing the Site

Chapter 4 Page 47
Clearing the Ground

Chapter 5 Page 61
Fertilizer

Chapter 6 Page 73
Bugs!

Chapter 7 Page 81
Grafting

Chapter 8 Page 91
Sows to Harvest

Chapter 9 Page 105
Tends the Crop

Chapter 10 Page 111
The Dormant Season

Chapter 11 Page 119
Expects a Harvest






Chapter One: GOD?

It was a quiet Sunday morning in 1978.
As the assistant manager of a large food store on
the Oregon coast, I was just opening the store for
the day when the first customer walked in. She
was a middle-aged woman dressed in a long black
dress with a large gold crucifix hanging around
her neck. I greeted her with the usual ‘good
morning’ and she smiled saying ‘cood morning’
back as she disappeared down one of the aisles.

“Hey Jerry,” my morning cashier called
me on the intercom, “Did you see that strange
lady in black? She is busy talking to herself in the
dairy section.”

Always on the alert for oddball behavior,
I headed back to the dairy section to check this
out. Sure enough, there was the lady in black
picking up a yogurt container and talking to it.
Then she would pick up a piece of cheese and



talk to it. Finally she grabbed a package of Parkay
margarine and began to address it.

“May 1 help you find something?” I
asked, wondering what she was up to.

“No, that’s okay. I just came in to talk
with God,” She replied in a matter of fact tone of
voice.

“I thought you went to church to speak
to God?”

“Oh no, God is in everything and is
everywhere. I just came in to talk to Him in the
dairy section here,” she said with all seriousness.

I never knew until that moment that the
Crown of Glory came from Parkay Margarine!

Today as a minister the whole idea of talking
to God through inanimate objects is just plain
crazy. Nevertheless, I wasn’t a Christian back
then, and in some small way it seemed to make
sense. After all, my grandmother had talked
about God. Television shows mentioned God.
There were a lot of different people who
approached you at airports, parks, and even the
zoo talking about God. Newspaper articles were
written about God being dead. There were such a
variety of opinions. Opinions, which brought
endless conflicting views and confusion, seemed
to be everywhere then, and still exist now. The
question is now and was then, what or who is

God?



There was a story heard at one pastor’s
conference that goes like this:

The world’s scientists got together and built
an enormous computer. They fed all the information
known in the world into it. After completing their
task, they asked it one simple question, “Is there a
God?” The computer whirled and blinked and
finally a card spit ont with the answer, “There is
now!”

We live in an age when God can be anything
from a doorknob to a colossal cosmic computer
somewhere out in the universe. We are flooded
with a vast assortment of movies and television
programs that present a whole array of images of
God. In this country and through out the world,
people worship anything from insects to the
stars. Yet, God still declares Himself as the Great
I Am That I Am.

Two pastors, one black and the other white,
were constantly arguing over whether God was a
black man or a white man. One day, after several
years of friendly arguing, they decided to settle it by
taking it to the middle of the street and fighting it
out. As they prepared to duke it out a dump truck
came around the corner and ran them both over.

They arrived before the Pearly Gates and God
decided that if they were that desperate to know



whether He was black or white, he would meet
them in person. As the Gates opened wide God
stepped out in _front of them arms opened wide and
sard, “Hola amigos, Como estas usted?”

I have been a Pastor and in the ministry for
26 years. I now fully understand how easy it is for
some people to lack the understanding of who
God is and how God thinks. Churches with
different views of God exist throughout the
wortld and all claim to be right in their theology.
Each church presents its view with sincere
conviction and confidence. We are desperate to
satisty our curiosity concerning God. We look
towards anyone or any group who has a boldness
to declare an answer as to God’s nature, as
though they are an authority. Let’s look at just a
few examples.

The mixture of Eastern religions in the past
quarter century have added to the confusion that
has risen in this country. There are many 'gods' or
'devas' in the texts of the Hindus, yet there is only
one Supreme God. They call him Brahma. This
god is elsewhere identified as Vishnu, Krishna, or
Narayana. The devas are supposed to be
empowered administrators in charge of different
affairs in the material universe, much like angels
in the Christian religion. Sometimes these devas
are worshipped, but only for material benefits.
They cannot give a human spiritual liberation.
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Therefore they should not be put on the same
level as God according to Hindu beliefs.

The American Indians worship in their
culture many different gods, especially Mother
Earth. The Hopi tribe worships rain and wind
gods. The Aztecs of South America, as well as
the ancient Egyptians worshipped sun and moon
gods. So, you can see that depending on whom
you are with, and to whom you listen, there
reigns much confusion and many answers to that
great question; who is God?

Before we look at who God is, I would like to
tell you who God isn’t. Our God is not the
author of confusion. The enemy of our soul, the
Devil himself, holds that position. The answer to
who our God is lies within His Word. It has
been there for the world to discover for all time.
I believe that probably the highest authority on
who God is and how God thinks would be His
Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus. When questioned by his
disciples about his Father, Jesus declared in terms
which they could understand:

Jobn 15:1

L am the true wvine, and my Father is the

busbandman. (KJV)

Or in the New International Version of the
Bible:
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"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.

(NLV)

Jesus said that his Father (God) was a farmer.
Doesn’t that fit with the Bible? I believe so. After
all, the first thing that He created after forming
the Earth was a garden, the Garden of Eden.
One of the last things spoken of in the Bible are
the trees planted by the River of Life. God
created a garden. He filled it with plants and
animals. He placed man in the garden and gave
him dominion over it. God looked upon
everything He had created and declared, “It is
Good.”

God told Adam and Eve to occupy and
have dominion over the garden. God gave them
dominion over the animals and the plants. They
were free to do as they wished but they could not
do one thing. They were told by God "Do not
eat of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil."

Adam and Eve were busy enjoying the garden
and the fruits of it. Lucifer, the devil, came and
told Eve it was okay not to do what God had
said. It was okay to eat of the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Lucifer convinced
her that God had only forbidden them from
eating of it because He did not want them to
become Gods as He was.
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Eve believed the lie and ate of the fruit. She
then called Adam and shared the fruit with him.
Sin likes company, and she shared her sin with
Adam. From that time on, sin has been in this
world, and everything has been going down hill
due to their disobedience of God's
commandment.

Because of their disobedience God removed
them from His Garden of Eden and hid the
garden from them. They then had to struggle
against the weeds and elements of the Earth to
Survive. God is no ordinary farmer. God is the
PERFECT farmer. He created the perfect world
and the perfect garden, but man has messed them
both up. We bring about changes in the middle
of God’s perfection contrary to God’s divine
purpose.

God declares that He is God and he will not
ever change. This applies to His design, His
purpose, and His thoughts. Therefore, if we want
to know how God thinks we must think like a
farmer thinks.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in
Corinth of the simplicity of Godly things. He
asked the question directly to them. Who was it
that was turning them away from that simplicity.

We cannot help but wonder who is making
God so complicated today. God still has not
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established an email address for man to
communicate with Him and has never intended
for man to know everything. His design has
always been simple. He only gave Moses 12 rules
on the mountain. Children keep things simple.
That is why Jesus said that we must be as little
children to enter heaven.

2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so
your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity

that is in Chrst (KJV)

In his first letter, Paul had previously told
them that we are as a field that God works in and
through.

1 Corinthians 3:9

For we are God's fellow workers; you are

God's field, God's building. (N1V)

God is a farmer. Most farmers that deal
with nature have a simple understanding of how
things work to obtain a harvest. It is inherent in
the nature around them. They look at the cycles
of life, the seasons, and they plan accordingly.
Farmers plant, water, and reap. Farmers enjoy the
results of their labor and it brings them great joy
as they partake of the fruit of the harvest. God
receives great joy from us when we produce fruit
in our lives.
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We have been given a great commission to go
forth and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. John
15:2 confirms that God is looking for fruit in our
lives and in an ever increasing quantity.

John 15:2

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh

away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth i,
that it may bring forth more fruit. (K[1”)

Bearing fruit is the greatest form of pleasure
that God receives from us. When we bring
someone to the kingdom of God, the Bible
declares that even the Angels cry with joy.

Lauke 15:10

Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth. (KJ'V)

Let’s summarize this one more time before
we go on.

1. God is a farmer and we must
tirst understand how a farmer thinks as well as
some of the principles that a farmer follows if we
are going to understand God.

2. We, in our carnal minds, are in
a constant battle to try and figure out God's great
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plan. Most cults and religions flourish because
they add words to explain the mysteries of God
in human terms. Difficult as it appears to be, we
must try to remember that the Gospel is not a
long complicated process, but rather a simple
message of hope and peace.

3. God tells us we must become
as a little child in our understanding if we are
going to make it to Heaven to dwell with Him.

Mark 10:15

Verily 1 say unto you, Whosoever shall not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not
enter therein. (KJV)

I believe that the first eleven verses of John,
Chapter 15 are the keys that would guide us to
fulfill our Christian walk. In these verses we can
know what God expects from us, and what can

be expected by us from God.

John 15:1-11

11 am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, be
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast
them into the fire, and they are burned.

7 Ifye abide in me, and my words abide in_you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto yon.

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruity so shall ye be my disciples.

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved
You: continue ye in my love.

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in
my love; even as 1 have kept my Father's commandments,
and abide in bis love.

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might temain in you, and that your joy

might be tull. (K]1/)

Jesus states here that these words were
written that we might have joy and that our joy
might be fulll I am amazed that we, as a country,
spend billions of dollars on things that we hope
will bring us the joy that is lacking within us. Like
an addiction, we never quite get to the place in
our lives where we are totally satisfied. It is
always just one more new gadget, another new
car, and another toy to play with. Yet, nothing
brings us lasting joy. Real joy comes from
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understanding how God thinks about you and
having the knowledge of His expectations for
your life.

In the following chapters we will try to look

at how God views things from the farmer’s
perspective.
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Chapter 2 : Times and Seasons

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time fo
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

KJV)

It was Christmas vacation and the wrestling
practice was going a little long. Our wrestling
coach had decided that we could use the extra
mat time before our regular wrestling season
began. About thirty of us were gathered in the
gymnasium. We had run laps, done our usual
exercise routines, and practiced some more
wrestling moves. Now, instead of letting us go
home, he had decided that we would have tag
team matches.

We split into two groups. As one team would
begin to flounder, the man on the mat would
reach out to touch the hand of his teammate on
the edge of the wrestling mat. The teammate
would take over and the man that had reached
for help would come out to rest.
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My opponent was driving me hard on the
wrestling mat. Every muscle in my chest and
shoulders ached. My chest felt as though my
lungs were collapsing. I could hardly get enough
oxygen to feed the overworked tissue of my
body. My friend Tony was at the edge of the mat
nearest me. ‘““T'ouch my hand Jerry! Touch my
hand!” he called. I reached for his hand straining
with all my might to touch his fingers. As we
almost made contact his voice changed and he
said “But not now!”

One of the most common questions asked is
“Why didn’t God?” Why didn’t God heal
someone we know? Or why didn’t God answer
our prayer? We have all been in the position at
one time or another of calling out to God and
feeling as though we are reaching deaf ears. We
have our hands outstretched reaching towards
heaven and God seems to be pulling His hand
back and saying “But not now!”

David writes in the Book of Psalms

Psalms 71:9-12

9 Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake
e not when ny strength faileth.

10 For mine enemies speak against me; and they
that lay wait for my soul take counsel together,

11 Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and
take hiny for there is none to deliver hin.

12 O God, be not far from me: O my God, make
haste for my help. (KJV)
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Indeed the question is “Why?” The answer is
that God is a good farmer. A good farmer knows
that timing will mean the difference between
success and failure when it comes time to gather
a harvest. If a farmer plants his seed too eatly in
the season, a frost can come and destroy his
young plants before they take root and become
established. If he waits to plant too late, the
weather can change again, thus destroying the
vines and fruit with a frost before they reach
maturity. Waiting requires patience.

A good farmer has to have a great deal of
patience. Farmers gain their patience through
experience. Experience is gained through trials
and errors as well as successes. Experience begins
as hope, which is the root of faith. Faith is the
thing that leads to fruit in our lives. Let me
explain it this way.

The Bible states in Hebrews 11:6 that:
But without faith it is impossible to please him:
Sor he that cometh to God must believe that be is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.(KJV)

Millions of people play the lottery in America.
They buy tickets for one or two dollars and hope
that they will win millions of dollars. There is no
guarantee that they will win, only that they have a
chance to do so. Suppose I was the head of the
lottery and 1 told you that a certain set of
numbers were going to be the winners in the next
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drawing. You would not know if I were telling
you the truth or not. You don’t by a ticket. The
numbers are drawn and they are the set that I had
given you. I give you another set for the next
drawing. This time you bet on the numbers
because of your previous experience and your
knowledge that I gave you the correct numbers
the previous time. You are now acting by faith
from experience.

Faith is the firm conviction that what you
hope for will happen based on experience. This
experience can be either your own or someone
else’s that you trust. I have a button gotten as a
promotion from a hamburger chain that simply
states “Trust is Promises Kept.”

In the Readers Digest Magazine I read the
following story:

A young man joined the Army and was put
in the paratroopers. After several days of training
his outfit prepared for their first jump and boarded
the plane. When they reached five thousand feet the
men began to jump out. The young man froze at the
door.

“What's the matter?” his sergeant asked.

“How do I know this is going to be all
right?” the recruit asked.

Son, this is the Army. We have given you a
parachute. If it doesn’t work we have given you an
extra one on your belly in case of just such an
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emergency. Count to ten and pull its cord. Now,
don’t worry, there will be a truck on the ground to
take you back to the base.” The sergeant calmed the
recruit as he pushed hint out the door.

Naturally, the first parachute didn’t open.
The recruit counted to ten and pulled the emergency
chute’s cord. It didn’t open either. ‘It figures”
thought the recruit, “1 bet there’s no truck down
there to take me back to base either.”

God has never expected you to blindly jump
up and say that He exists and now you should
tollow Him. First He shows you that He is by the
nature around you. Then God makes many
promises in the Bible and records how He keeps
His promises so that you may develop faith. He
told Adam and Eve that they would die if they
disobeyed his word. Although it took over 900
years, they died. He said that Jesus would die and
be resurrected in three days. He was and He did!
Jesus said that if you will believe on Him you will
be resurrected also. Because He was, you can
have faith that you will be. Christian faith is
summed up in a coffee cup I used to carry
around that had printed on it in big, bold letters,
the following words 'God said It, I believe It,
That settles It!"

Many churches wisely have a large clock on
the wall behind the congregation where it is quite
obvious to the preacher. The church where my
friend Sam had been invited to speak did not. As
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time went on, Brother Sam finally commented
that he had forgotten his watch and asked, "Does
anyone have the time?" "There's a calendar right
behind you," piped a voice.

When we are in the middle of a crisis we
count the minutes, and perhaps seconds. To God
time doesn’t really matter. He counts days and
perhaps years. The Apostle Peter reminded the
church in 2 Peter Chapter 3:

2 Peter 3:8

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing,
that one day is with the
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as

one day. (KJV)

King David after going through his problems
reflected:

Psalms 90:4

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as
yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.
KJV)

A farmer knows that you simply cannot
get good results rushing the natural course of
things. A chicken takes 21 days to hatch from an
ege. An egg consists of the white and a yolk. The
yolk is the developing chick and the white is the
food for the chick while it is in the egg. There is

just enough white in the egg to supply
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nourishment to the baby chick twenty days. It
takes another day for the chick to push with its
legs and wings, and develop strength enough to
break the eggshell around it.  Without the
struggle during the next day the baby chick would
not have the strength to survive. The struggle
against the shell strengthens the baby chick's legs
and wings to provide victory over @ its
imprisonment.

As a new Christian, I was excited about
the Lord. I started growing rapidly as a baby
Christian. My hunger to know the things of God
grew and increased daily. But I was consuming
knowledge without exercising my faith in Him.
The smooth eatly days that came as a new
believer in Jesus Christ suddenly ended. The
world came crashing down around me much as a
rock caught in a spring flood. 1 found myself
upside down and filled with inner turmoil as I
faced my first trial of my new life. Why was I
going through this I asked?

I had to drive sixty miles each way to
work and I would spend that time praying. The
more I prayed and struggled, the more turmoil
there appeared to be within me. One afternoon
on the way home, I was at the end of my rope. I
just couldn’t take it anymore. I cried out to God
and pleaded my plight. “God give me an answer.
When is it going to end? You promised you
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would never leave me nor forsake me,” I prayed.
“You promised to protect me and to bless me.”

The radio was tuned to the local
Christian station. I was enjoying a praise song as I
prayed when all of a sudden the music stopped
and the announcer came on. “Our scripture verse
for today is found in Hebrews chapter 6, verse
15. And so having patiently endured, he obtained the
promise.”’

I knew without a doubt that these words
were the answer from God to me. He was alive in
my heart and had heard me in the midst of the
storm. I quit struggling in panic and found the
strength to endure the trial I was going through. I
decided to believe God for the solution to my
turmoil and to rest in Him. When the time was
right the answer and the promise came. Life
became good once more until the next time.

Paul said that this is how it will be:

Romans 1:17
For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by

faith. (KJV)

We get an answer so that we may know
we can trust God. This gives us faith to trust
Him the next time we need help in the middle of
a trial or any situation that lies ahead.
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Chapter 3: Choosing the Site

It was in the month of January 1971 that I
decided to join the armed forces. Vietnam was
constantly in the news and, as a seventeen-year-
old boy, it seemed a glorious way to get out on
my own and prove my manhood. I had to go to
the Armed Forces Induction Center in Portland,
Oregon to take a physical and be tested for
placement. I had already decided that the Marine
Corps was to be the branch I would join. After
all, that was the place “Real Men” belonged.

As 1 stood in line with about a hundred other
young men, two soldiers came down the line
calling out individuals who had been drafted into
a separate group. They then lined them up and a
gruff looking Marine Gunnery Sergeant walked
down the line putting stickers on the shirts of
different men. When he had reached the end of
the line, he turned and told those with the
stickers on their shirts to form a new line on his

right. Obediently they fell in where he had
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designated them. He then turned to our group
and told those of us who had enlisted in the
Marines to join them. We moved quickly into
place. When we were in our place he welcomed
all of us in the group to the United States Marine
Corps. Some of us had volunteered, some were
chosen! It is the same in the kingdom of God.

I look at myself today and I am awed at what
God has done with me in the ministry. I never
thought I would be a "big shot" minister. (I have
gotten big, and I am almost shot ) After all, ministers
have to be tall, thin, and good looking, with lots
of wavy hair. I am short, over weight, and bald
with a rough looking exterior. (The only wave in my
hair was good- bye as it left!) When 1 first got saved,
I told myself that sitting in a pew and supporting
a church was all that I needed to do to be a good
servant of God. I had done a mighty and great
deed by choosing to include Jesus in my life.

Then one day, while I was reading my Bible, I
came across a scripture that changed my life
profoundly. The scripture is found in the very
same chapter that we have been talking about-
John chapter 15, verses 15&16.

Jobn 15:15-16

15 Henceforth 1 call you not servants; for the
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but 1 have called
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you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father 1
have made known unto you.

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit shounld remain:
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he

may give it yon. (KJV)

I read it again and then again. I thought I had
chosen Jesus. I was the one who decided to make
a commitment to Him. The scripture says that
He chose me! How could that be? I had so many
things that were ungodly in my life. Having never
been raised in a church, the Marine experience
exposed me to drugs, alcohol, and pornography.
I was involved in a world of trying to achieve
riches and prestige at any cost. Why would Jesus
choose me?

The first thing a good farmer has to do when
the time is right to plant his crop is choose a site
to raise what he desires to grow. He looks around
for just the right spot. He doesn’t choose a
barren spot without anything growing on it, but
rather one that is overrun with weeds and
vegetation. He knows there is fertile ground
under all the weeds. Look at what God told
Ananais in the story of Paul’s conversion. We
find it in the ninth chapter of the Book of Acts.
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Acts 9:1-16

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the
high priest,

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if e found any of this way, whether they
were men or women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalenm.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus:
and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

5 And be said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutes: it is hard for
thee to kick against the pricks.

6 And he trembling and astonished said, 1ord,
what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto
him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee
what thou must do.

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when bis
eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the
hand, and bronght him into Damascus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and
neither did eat nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus,
named Ananias; and to him said the 1ord in a vision,
Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into
the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house
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of Judas for one called Sanl, of Tarsus: for, behold, he
prayeth,

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named
Apnanias coming in, and putting bis hand on him, that he
might receive his sight.

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, 1 have heard by
many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy
saints at Jerusalem:

14 And here he hath anthority from the chief priests
to bind all that call on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to
bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel:

16 For I will shew him how great things
he must suffer for my name's sake. (KJV)

Saul, who was later known as Paul, had
already been at the stoning of Stephen. He even
held Stephen's coat as his men stoned him. He
was now out to do even more damage to the
church. If there ever seemed a more unlikely
candidate to do something for Jesus, it was Paul.
Yet God said He had chosen him! Just like He
has chosen you!

Do you find the fact that God would choose
people hard to understand? It was for me also at
one time, but it isn’t really now. God, unlike men,
looks at the inward workings of the heart, not the
outward. God doesn’t care what you look like.
He only cares that you have a heart for Him!
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1 Samuel 16:7

7 But the LORD said unto Sammel, 1.ook not on
his countenance, or on the height of bis stature; because 1
have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man
seeth; for man lIooketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the
heart.(KJV)

At one time Andrew Carnegie was the
wealthiest man in America. He came to America
from his native Scotland when he was a small
boy, did a variety of odd jobs, and eventually
ended up as the largest steel manufacturer in the
United States. At one time he had forty-three
millionaires working for him. In those days a
millionaire was a rare person. Conservatively
speaking, a million dollars in his day would be
equivalent to at least twenty million dollars today.

A reporter asked Carnegie how he had
hired forty-three millionaires. Carnegie responded
that those men had not been millionaires when
they started working for him but had become
millionaires as a result.

The reportet's next question was, 'How did
you develop these men to become so valuable to
you that you have paid them this much money?"
Carnegie replied that men are developed the same
way gold is mined. When gold is mined, several
tons of dirt must be moved to get an ounce of
gold; but one doesn't go into the mine looking
for dirt -- one goes in looking for the gold.
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That's exactly the way God views people. We
are but diamonds in the rough to Him. He
doesn't look for the flaws, warts, and blemishes.
He looks for the gold, not for the dirt. He looks
for the good, not the bad. He wants to make you
into a person of character and value in His
Kingdom. God knows what you are doing right
now.

God knows every hidden thing. There is
nothing hidden from God. He knows what to
chip away in order to make you sparkle and shine
bright. Like a great artist, God knows the proper
sequence to chip away to avoid damaging the
tinished masterpiece.

Hebrews 4:12-13

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and 1s a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.

13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest
in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.(KJV)

God knew